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(57) <«EE*) 

[i«fc¥a] asteSM 2<sojrs««ii 4ii. 

SI 214, iR^ifflil 4rt^#A#fifc*fLTm&i: 
*UC<1: 9£Jfc*>r 1 2 £iK§81Sff 1 4^£(c 




hEnej^rA^', U >y i/'tcBt DttfT^ftfcHX 

SHfltetfU IMEJRSMfflW*, «R*>aSW-f 

i*|{;:Aft£>ftl>-f y?<?M y? • >*y*-?&*kLX^ 

[««JB3] striae- imbu 

m%®4 ] mrfB3cM^-f y?33§fr\ If Affile** 

[■MBI7] 15fE*- BulBUlf-^'^*^ 
8El«»^y<03 t.O^*< t i 1 otf>»iRWIIfc£tcJ: 

T. T»Kfl8&WHca^L«r^2S««>f y?»»\0» 

cwisft. MB y f-A*«4McE{istLfea#cajp*t 

BgE«&S«±tcES£ft£^ttAP t fl^Sfix 

imm i o 3 mK*-*MH4, wiEss«>f y 
»t m&mm t nmzmmmtimiLZti&mz . 

BE&Jftifrf y^mLfcEBSftT^Sill** 1 CE 
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[ffi$9l 1 ] ^7y'x >y hEpfJv-XrAtC'f y? 

^?»S?*r>T, ME4 V* i-'x 

m*. sat, mxntfSMZtuzmt. m- 
msxsmmt jmifcwsmzn&mti mz 

19E£»S-r y^^JifcEJISftTflWUJftfc*-* 

wifcio, uneamaw y?#»* 

lWEaS<o*fc:ifl|*»o 1 «EMS*|6itffl A LThKIB 

-mimmmmm-mmtttmrnm^z. m 

•o^^gss^fy^sg. 

[M&g 1 2 ] IME^-aWW. ME3c8ixU y?s 
I imm 1 3 ] ffiESSfeM y Jf A*HUt 

ttiximtimmi. buie^t'*^ luiBf^ojsffi 
&&e>d-hv>iHKix^m%mi uzmm<7)£.® 
nt& - 1 ifiMjE-r * mm 1 1 tciaK^^^ y ^ 

[fS^S 1 6 ] miE*-aww. fflE3cm^^ y^§ 

^, ffiBmsr>97<n o b 1 1 o<o»R««r 

^4tc «t 0 MB**HWH=» LTfflmwt:** <t d iz 

n&ztixmmtx 1 1 t=fB«o^5J:^ y?$». 

[ffl^JB 1 7 ] SlilE^-a5^t WIEm-^*^ 

[fl^iM 1 8 ] fflKJSiB^rtlCS 4>tMAtS ^ fc 

ft. HuIBy-f-z^tlEffl^ft^sl^aiO^. SuEtt 
»««CEaSftfca«tAPi:ffi^SftT^*»«« 1 

1 9 ] mE#-aMWi. «WESs«*'f y^^ 
%tm&mtkmk(Dmizmffiiftm&im&ztim 



m^mm y^mm^x-mmx-h^x. mm. 
mmtf&t** y * ^±ceb$*u y 7 

yrgmmwmMm&vijizM^ xmmmz 
-mmmwi ix . ate-r s&jfeu y ?8»*>3 

mat mxn t mmitm<mx 2 0 cb» 

[M$$2 2 ] 4 y? >-*x 7 hEpeJv-^rAcOJR§« 
*43firarC&o-C. BufBiKSfilfttf. *fttf>53*5*4 f 

?^*4 rcara-fixa^ y?8»*4 r^ara 

ZBfctumx-h ->"c, huIE y ir-> <«§ ^ ic , iff a 
«xsafli^^^iiris y ■tf-A'iojf A^rf6itc» LTfr^fc 

[|»*j|2 3 ] May f--^c4 y? *3t*t*aps 

tsfeic**. Htfia-f v9tf. mim^himmy 

?m%?47izn&Lx^m#m2 2 ^zmrn^tm 

4y?®$&wst&um. 

mim 2 4 ] mwmm-m.wAUK MB4 y 

7 ■ vv-j^mizmiiit&mtv>?y r x*fom% 

[H*jf2 5i 4 yvit^vvmfrXT&coywfo 
mzmx-thixhv) 1 ttoxsisstf y ?§t§o 1 ot* 

o-h<DMmh.rzm^ y?m&£5tV&J:? Mil 
fimtf&iit: l *f<0^4 fcffU 

mb 1 ttcr><4 en 0 -hnm 1 0x4 c»jet 4 Me y f 
-j<izmw2iv£w.m*-&wmitz&*. mm. 
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5$4 y?£*§. 

^4«ffiE*2<^4 JH^Jfc3;h.fcS^4 y?£ 

m&ztix^&mm2 stEBaaitew y?m. 
imm2 7 1 mm^-mmmmK iJufB£*£4 
y?®mtm itzmx'mmmzms.ztit: 

[M$ih 28] Btria 1 tto&siiM y Hfe 

M y?zxni3&$i®jM y7®%tz$?>; MB 

4 J: 3 WfcSS*i^3fe<>f t«r^-ev^f^3l2 5 

[ il^B 2 9 ] MIB^ 1 <^^4 -ej) o . fi 

£S 2^4*53^4^0, filB#fe^4<7)H!itB« 

-WeMW, buIB 3 fe<4 raift ft 
»^^*«imHMBB«^**IIMW2 8(CE 
«W3SJ«4 y^SS. 

Clt*«3 0 ] huIBH 1 ct)<4 *«3fe<4 Vh 0 . fi 
EfB20^4^JHfe^4'C*"), HiilB3fe<4ffl«HtilB 
«»<0*- |tilB#fe^4i:M3lfttt^^ 

a m&a 2 8 tia»o$ 

®nMy?m. 

[000 1 ] 

r»y9\,z4y?*mm-h4y?®mzmh. 

ft^WWi. *%0J!ii, 4 y^^'x 7 h ■ T'J y^rto 
JR8«Hifc» AS*i*4 y^SS*M y^^'x y h ■ r 

[0002] 

[ta!*<7)t$»] 4 y^ ^*x y h • r y y^(i lot Ltr. 

iffi^i:«E|ie'M*KML-C^«rri.= s E-^y y^rtfcKO 
tilt hiitz 4 y ^ Vs. ••/ h ? y y h ^ -y H «r ffiffl LT v ^ 
S. 7*y y h'v-y HjS*Ep»J«fttWLTSWrt4 k # s 

4 y 9 a s fiBv hit £W]# - h y y y 

yh^7h't-f*:^L/c4y^«^iStj:^-C, 
tir II y -y H t ^-IJ Lfc3a«TTI&5r4 v 9 mUiz 
i->XT>jy h^y H izimziit „ 
[0003] ClixiT'^ffl^iXt &fcl?Hv\X7\i.*) 1 
oo^47°{i, ^-^y 7^{c«k-5Tffl!B*§nS4y^« 

Iftffli^WfflU-cv^. ^o4y^tt^ii(i, ryy^ 

■yKk-ftWtCJBJSSn-rtJ*). 4y^*tt^»*>->fc 



4 y 



!(4) 001-253087 (P200 1-253087A) 



t £(C7°'J y h^-y F£ftk A y7®%;mktf3imti 

a. hh^\t. a y?mnz**v -y vbrnzmtk 

(4. »r'J>'h^-yH<0»#O»<50T3!S»$ii6. >f 
[ 0 0 0 4 ] K 0 ftttfc B •? 0- LjWWJ4S3i«-f y ? 

wifcfww-M y?vx -y vm\^T^mz<m 

bZtix^l. A y?m&coW)ttmt. 7Vyj"\cr> 

K>. zhizxva y?m&m<oaxh% wizi^-i; 

[0005] 

«(4, a»oj«^^»*w-^a^io 
^aaa* y? w*5*-**jSTO*H*#*ir* 

4. »*My?gt§(4. «»Wtrt^)ff7J5rift|t« 
LTttSk^£^syir-.'\*»#£-£tr. i/Cs ft 

success*.. m*-mizttmmz%&£oiz®f8. 

[0006] 4&mn%> o l ooJBHHi. y 
fw-C|Kh&»^*fcg(siJ'f £MSc<7)? 7?* 5 i k T 

db**u 9f\t. mm^M^zm^xmrn^k 
xtmtbtih. 

[0007] #»!H«Di 3 1 o^?R«ti4. ^-sp^-trn 

*-mmjiix. mmmtm&L&y&ts&A y 
7®%mxm<ztx'h&. *-UM<m-m 

tc*¥*rt*c»AS*ut k * iz s 

Hfi§±fc:EB£ft*:«ttAP k l> . 

[00 08] 

[^<7)|Di^®] 01(4. iRS«flll4fc]R l 3fttt 
S>il&^&< k t 1 ooafcsW y?S& 1 2 ££tf EP 



1 2«i« 1 4 rttawtK *>#tt^n^«^. 
saw-r y?®m 1 2 y 1 1 i o<tm 

y? ; JxvbT>jyh'\>y) < 16lzm&Ztl&. Ay? 
yi -y h r y y h a. . y H 1 6 14, t* y y ?m 1 8 *»4><0 
fMWl^tlBS LTSBKHUifc-f y? *ft«fS*i . 
^y^^ryyb'v-y YietpktttibZixhb. ryy 

h^vHl 6^144 y?8»l 2*>^y?ii)K?ii 
•y H 1 6Ji**Vp*U EP©M*2 2 tSLT^tftLTEP 

9WHS«t2 2*wjr-yrt&spgwtitft 

^>il4 k § , ^S^^ 'J y y'2 0 *»7*y 

(4. S^Wtry y h^-y K 1 6 SrfHftS-UrTeJBBIft 

[0009] SS^-v 'J -y i^'2 0 (4, 'J -y *J 

2 0jWS4IWc»-5T»IW« k * tj^E^-v y -y y'2 

oswuw*^?^ h ■ o«y H2 6**twtaaiai±<o 
fflfflv- y rtx-#ii§ -it 4>;h.4 . -v y -y ^* 2 0 £ 

S *l & . S 6 tc . -v y y ^* 2 0 **j^E(*K 

& v oT^»i$ii.i» k # wav-yrt-cw«ttft2 2 

ffl^ixS. ^^f^y 7y'2 0CI4 ytfy-ir-TVP 

2 8^kco«^^4o-cry y hA.. y k 1 6 taaw 

[0010] *»^)SS*«aM4. JRMft 1 4 fc» 

A^ni. a y?^ 1 2 tfjR$ffiif 1 4 fcnnta^-r 

S 4 a (c-t & 4 l^S.X'h h . -fy^§§ffi2 
(4, ^<r>i)*r)m%h?A rcoA y7&td,±^<r>ir&> 

mtch&vAyrZ'ktszttfX'Zh. *<r>£i*m: 
ifATcoAyrii. tttt^M^ h temMfo 

h . ftfeV ?A7<F>Ay9 Ximt h 4 3 C ISIt S 

y^j^'x-y hryyh^-y hi 6(4. P^s^-frco 
Ay7ifimmztihbimtz>. Ay-rnt. mtz 

W»Ltv^s. -<y^iR§a»«i 414, -fy?£7-yy 

h^-y H 1 6fcffi&-f 6fc#>fcBP^-y H 1 6 kel#j« 

a lt & . #7* y y h h 4 fcttru ^k? hsp 

1 6ifiA y?&t$mttVt>tiX^Zt:i£>. fRmffil 
4(4. Rtfetttffl-r^idCMHSii. Ltzif->X^ 

coon] *mffiA y9®%s i 2(c(4. y ifw<(c 
***i*«je«^-f ?<?>A y?£t:li&cDA yfcwm 



xx/mmm 1 4 m*<nx 0 ^m.mmt. mtm 

&&-cr>A >9mtg& 1 2 J2W«W y 1 2 2AR 

$tm 1 4 ex* afcw^A^oiHMaBrc* 

[0 0 1 2] *W»«*i6tJJ:WWB4, H2*»4>H1 
lt=BKLT2****J:3fc. SSUW-f y^«ttl 2k 
QtSflMft 1 4 k ^f§)(c^ll&^&iii#5I4.m£ i. 0 
IzJ&IjM 1 2 S:JR^«|ffl 1 4 fcrflf K$h Z k 

1 4 fc r y y h-^ 7 k i 6 y ■rm&wmkh 9 A 
[oo 1 3i H2ti. m-wm 1 4 izmmzmtmt* 

tut i *f<7)»u y ?£3s 1 2 Sr^-T^S^f ^ U >y V s 

2 0<7)~&ftff>®wmx'b& . 4 y 7 -y r-ry y h 

^•yF16(4. JRS»«14 4:8S«aSlLTV^. ff4 

u^aBBSfcfcwc hi c^um y?y'x 7 r-ep 

JSflvXrA 1 0(4. 3oc7)^Sfe<7)^ y?fe£-£tf 3 
fe-fy?£»k. *fi<o>f y^^tf*2<o-fy^s» 
k£#fc. .1 *«f * U ^ggt&gJBfc:*) v vC , 4fe«i]9£ 

4 y^ssi 214. 3fei0i>^- 

3 £ k 6 . k *.(*. jft£SSKWJS!l<o*&fc:li . 

[ 0 0 1 4 ] 32 t=SLfcJRSKHi 1 4 (4. flSBMfc-f 6 
£#>(;: 1 owy y K"/ H 1 6fc:gSE*WK^SitT 

tttix^h. tf^u^fssjBSBfcfcwc. 4004 y 
t . 4 oct)7- y y h a. y h (4 am« asw^ y ? £ 

LtzW^X. yry, v^xy?. 4xn-fc 
j:tX7'7 y7oryyh^7 H 1 6&%ti?ti. %tit> 

<rMfcthisTy. ?y'iy^ ^XD-JJi^/^'y 

?<7)-t ytrnmizmsztix^i. 4o*g 

fck;tlf. rUVh^Hl 6(4. Kryyh^-xHi 

y? • yx/wdS«T-££J:?tcU S2^y?M 
IS l <?>y)l-Tt WzhW>2 <r)?)V-7<r)4 y?JX)V 
Izffl&X'Z&XolzthZtizXiX. m.0M>7& 
£ m\-f& X o Kttiftt S -I k tiK'Z h . znttlzti 
\^X. %.-?)TV yh^y V 1 6£&mixm!W4 v 



y h^-y h i bX'A&m\*im-thzttfx-zh. x 
««>f y^®»i 2<o-en-e?Lkryyh'N.7 hi 6t 
<vmn%L&&m. m3tm&Lxz<ommmm 

[0015] JHW&H y?mi 2i$*h?ix, 35^^ 

A y?%$sl 2Zim®ffil4lzmfe?&7v1-3 0Z 

*a,ws. mi^mmmizm&mmni 4 
a. y?®% i 2±.mj&ti*-mmt 

«s 3SJi^^ y^«» 1 2*ws«i 4 ks^tji^ 

■f * ct P (ClR^li^ 1 4±cOS^-^»« 3 2 kffl5 

[0016] 03Hu 02t=*UfcjaE*^r 'J -y y'SR^ 
2 OcOfflyffillT'*)!.. ^c^f^ 'J -y yl»2 0(4. )R« 
itffl 1 4rtfcjgflJfc]R 9#(t^ilT^$il. ftifcj: 0 

£i85Wy?g§&i 2kryyhA..yHi 6k«oia<JDgs 

[00 1 7] #®5M y?®%il 2(4. lo*fe{4«R 

<?mm.cr)4 y? y t'w^3 4 *^-c^ 

1 2(4. ftimS^SfiW-^ y?£*tf 3oOfflS"JcO 
•f y^JRSyif-A'SrWfS. L^HSI®«t 
fev^T. #feXfft*^ y^«»l 2(4, #fe^-f y^2: 
Aill>#-<7)^y^ • y-f-A34T&£. 

[ 0 0 1 8 ] ff * LV^Jfi^ffitfcV^T. y-r-yN'3 4 

z<&&mmmtii. a y?m 1 2^w«f^ 1 

0Jc«BW4iet, 'J1f-A'34*^^ y^* J StLl.c7) 

^k%t'<vm«%mtmmzbtz'>xAy? ■ yf- 
^'3 4 *»<s, a yrwmtimmK'z k s <fc a t: 

nnmtwzA y?®&v$iimf%&<7)bh&i!i%± 
zzm&ktmizttLXA y?$A y? ■ y-f-^*3 

(4. *»5!oMHKA(cBaK§ft.. «HKJ:03MSW»t: 
a^ain. 1 999^1 0^29 BCtBBIStu'i, ffi 
«#*0 9/4 30, 4 0 0. -ftSASa#^l 099 
14 0 7^0 r Ink Reservoir for an Inkjet Printer j 

[ 0 0 1 9 ] 4 y?gf§ 1 2tfJR3M8 1 4 (CjSWtJR 

Oft*tfe*ifc«^. Ay?®m 2(4. 9tfMis^3 
7-y y h^«y f 1 ewmth t . -r y?#m&m3 

8*><»ftasSit» 7*'JyK7M6fc L(fL(4*W 



y?S& 1 2frt,7V y h'vy Y 1 6 £4 y 7**31 
(4, Sa«-f^«iS12fc:J:o'C«ffi§*i4-fy^*t 
[0020] %frffl££ft 3 6<4, -f V 7®%s 1 2 rt<0 

_UTfc3Btf>f y ? $>x * h ry V Wvy K 1 6 tftfr fcT 

^.wmmm3 6it. m3x*mtzmikix*z 

6«4, T'jyK7 F 1 6O^fft#|&J*0&B-fft£i* 
&SE3 614, U-f-A'3 4rttgt>'i:^l : W^E« 

l , ztuzx mmzmm 3 6 <^&< tz&mm<vk 

A V? £»Sftffl5$M3 6*>;frfc:gi£i&trtiftS i U 

ztiizx *}ffiuam&t3 6 a^ru y F^-y f i 6t 

>?®m 236«jRsa«rti 4Ka»AS*ufek*fc. % 
^gflttcoM&EffifrTnbftl. 4 3 t-r y^sn l 2*< 

WmX'h&. 4y7msl2frt>7VyY<\vY16'\ 

<7)4 y?fnmms:m3xzmz.-thtzMz\±. 
m'cmsmt^amx'hh. 

[002 11 S3ft^>fy^S«12{4. Sfcfc, H7a 
-07 cfc4tf08 a-i8 bfcH*LT*fW* 4 3 

LT3SJ&EW y ? SS 1 2 £ ^tdf *Vvif20b <m 

izmm%msmm%wtmm-tz>£o fc-f y?®% 1 2 

£HXg«Sfl§ 1 4 fcttAT* & J: 3 4 if A Ymffll 
4 0, flte*HSBBtt4 2. AyH^4 4fc4tA"5-y^# 

[0022] IRg«»l 4J4, #M F • 6 , ft 

v^S. #4 F • U-/P4 614, HA Y ■ V-)ViSk&WBL 
4Qt5t.XfiS&&My9&&12bWiLX. 4y?% 
»12*JRSIMSl4rtfc»^T^6. 3^-fy^S 

si 2ifwmm\ 4(c^c#ASiifc«^, xjfec 
-<y^«titKawt^^^^#s^«4 2A\ jrs 

ffittSl 4 fcB«fttt«ufcflte1WBBtt4 SfcflteU 
£JfcU V ?^Wfl**fc(i8^lK$a»ffl 1 4 Kffl 
SgSfil.. mz. 4y?%&i2ifflLTlft>ti. «XS 

•y nm 30 1 wmtmtvk y-y? ®mm 54 m 
izLxj y?®% 1 2<vmtt:&im#miim 1 4 
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mMzti*>£x% w®m%i4tmmmbh.tzim 
mm 5 2 itsmth . -< y?gs 1 2±.<nmm®. 
tmmm 1 4 traatt(t^£#s»tf^t^#. £ 
j&su y?ss§ 1 2 1 jk«i 1 4 t<m?>mmnx 
hxvmmmw&Tiimz'tz,. mz, m4tm&Lx 
mmm 1 4 t»v vc <fc 0 mwcMti . 

[ 0 0 2 3 ] 04 {4, WiLt'f y^iR§^«l 4 
tfflEBSHgerc**. H4t*LfciRSW«14l4. rt 
a5{C#€5^ y 9 ZisXs4 y?®$s 1 2 aH^W 
5 6fc, 3-POfflSd<ofeco-f y^**tr-f y^SSSS 
m>3&<4 58fc&#^T'V^S„ iOjf* u^nwg 

©tfev^r, an^ 5 6(4, M^y?£iH?:«yr 

y^»»12tSft. 3fe^5 8(4, -fy^SS12 

rtosflo u -tf-A^tc-eix^'tLE^^tutv-r y. vs; 
xy^, &£V4tt-<n4y7Z^ts&w&4y-7® 
»*»tTv^. SSl5iC>fy^S»i2tJR««H«i4 

4 3 fc*-f 5 6fc4t/5 8C0Mcr>ffitfl$:1ii-&Z\ 
ttfX&h. $^>(C, lRSaffll4c7)JR§<^ 5 6t>4 
V5 80MSJ4, 2o4 0t^=5r<i:t>^<-Ct)J:v\ 

Jfct&fcafrKfflKHcofeeo-f y^ 5:-&04o<7)fflS l I<?)#fe 

Ay?mk\2*^h4r>nm\<?y^A'ktt%>z.b 
[ 0 0 24 ] w^mm 1 4<n&<4 5 eaxt/ 58t4, 

+tJi^4lt4a«cfB5««3 6 SSJtSfcft^aP 6 

afwas««3 6(4, y^ssi 2 
twaft»ttnfc»iEi-&a[«caip*»^aj6-f y^<os 

flsAPTftS. ifc. SMffi5tg^6 2(4, ttl&HQ 
5 6±>4t^5 8H#^ill>. tBSffl£&&6 2 
(4, MRO«S»^i6 4*^"C^S. MU«IH 
®Kfc^T. «»tMt4, 4ootftaS«a«AO«iS 
■C* 0 , y ^ SS 1 2 ^JR^Htffi 1 4 o*f«-t 

2 bmmsim3 e t mmi%&immzw$_zti 

[0025] 5 6fc4t/5 8rt«iBMBaSS») 
ffifflfcEH3ftfc#4* H • U-/P4 6 {4, y^g^l 
2 <0HH«)*fi6-tS ^'f H#fW4 ObfaGLXAy 

?®mu®&ffiMzm^x^&. a y?%%i 21m 

®Mffi 1 4 P«ifc^t» AZtiti b S , )RS«« 1 4 co 
«S6 6fciK3*ufcflteftSBB#4 8A<, 03T-4 y 
^SSl 2±t=*5ilfc»ffi-rSffi^a»«4 2i:« 
^•LTV^ 0 4 814, «S«BS««6 2<0 

HffltcffiS $^l> . IRS«8« 1 4 t'W<>f 
7X#S5 2* i BEa$tlTV^„ «{f^5 2{4, ^fy^ 
«»1 2^)R§il^l 4cO®B6 81pe>±3itztmth 

ttmzmth. m-®8&jLT/m9izmixmt 
iidfc, ««4fc{4, >f^«»i2*«s(aflii4t 



urn. wjosj&an v9^m 2<dieu0, mm 
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1. Title of Xgygntlon 

REPLACEABLE INK CONTAINER FOR AN INKJET PRINTING SYSTEM 
2» ClaAmfl 

1 . A replaceable ink container for providing ink to an ixikjet printing system, the 
inkjet printing system having a receiving station mounted to a scanning 
carriage, the receiving station having a keyed portion indicative of a 
replaceable ink container parameter of a plurality of replaceable ink container 
parameters, the replaceable ink container comprising: 

a reservoir portion having a leading end and a trailing end relative to an 

insertion direction inio the receiving siation; and 
a keying portion disposed on the trailing end and configured io be 

complementary to the keyed portion thereby allowing the 

replaceable ink container to be fully inserted into ihe receiving 

station. 

2. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion is 
indicative of an ink parameter of ink contained within the replaceable ink 
container. 

3. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion is a 
plurality of tabs that extend outwardly from the reservoir portion. 

4. The replaceable ink container of claim 3 wherein the replaceable ink container 
has a top surface and a bottom surface relative to an insertion orientation and 
wherein the tabs are disposed in a side by side relationship toward the bottom 
surface of the trailing edge. 

5. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion is 
indicative of one of ink color and ink compatibility. 
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6. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion and the 
keyed portion cooperate. to ensure the replaceable ink container is compatible 
with ihe supply station. 

7. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion is a 
plurality of tabs that extend outwardly from the reservoir portion and wherein 
the keying portion configured to be complementary to Lhc keyed portion by 
selective removal of at least one of the plurality of tabs. 

8. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion and the 
keyed portion cooperate to prevent insertion of replaceable ink containers that 
are not compatible with the supply station. 

9. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the replaceable ink container 
is inserted into the receiving station hi a horizontal direction where the keying 
portion is positioned proximate the keyed portion, the replaceable ink 
container is then pivoted about a pivoi axis if the keying jK>rtion is compatible 
with the keyed portion to engage a fluid outlet disposed on the reservoir 
portion with a fluid inlet disposed on the supply station. 

10. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 wherein the keying portion is 
disposed on the replaceable ink container to engage the corresponding keyed 
portion on the supply station before fluid communication is established 
between the replaceable ink container and the supply station. 

11. A replaceable ink container for providing ink to an inkjet printing system, the 
inkjet printing system having a scanning carriage having a receiving station 
therein for receiving the replaceable ink container, the receiving station having 
a back wall* a bottom surface having a fluid inlet disposed thereon and a front 
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wall having a keyed feature disposed thereon, the replaceable ink container 
comprising: 

a fluid outlet configured for connection to the fluid inlet associated 
with the receiving station; and 

a keying feature so disposed and arranged on the replaceable ink 
container so that with the insertion of the replaceable ink 
container in first a linear direction toward the back wall to align 
the fluid outlet with the fluid inlet, the keying feature engages 
the keyed feature allowing further insertion in a direction 
toward the bottom surface if the keying feature is 
complementary with the keyed feature, thereby allowing fluid 
commuxiication between the replaceable ink container and the 
receiving station. 

12. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the keying portion is a 
plurality of tabs that extend outwardly from the replaceable ink container. 

13. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the replaceable ink 
container has a top surface and a bottom surface relative to an insertion 
orientation and wherein the tabs are disposed in a side by side relationship 
toward the bottom surface of the trailing edge. 

14. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the keying portion is 
indicative of one of ink color and ink compatibility. 

1 5 . The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the keying portion and the 
keyed portion cooperate to ensure the replaceable ink container is compatible 
with the supply station. 



(CL 6))01-253087(P2001-253087A) 

16. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the keying portion is a 
plurality of tabs that extend outwardly from the replaceable ink container and 
wherein the keying portion configured to be complementary to the keyed 
portion by selective removal of at least one of the plurality of tabs. 

17. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the keying portion and the 
keyed portion cooperate to prevent insertion of replaceable ink containers that 
are not compatible with the supply station. 

18. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein further insertion in a 
direction toward the bottom surface is pivoting the replaceable ink container 
about a pivot axis if the keying portion is compatible with the keyed portion to 
engage a fluid outlet disposed on the reservoir portion with a fluid inlet 
disposed on the supply station. 

1 9. The replaceable ink container of claim 1 1 wherein the keying portion is 
disposed on the replaceable ink container to engage the corresponding keyed 
portion on the supply station before fluid communication is established 
between the replaceable ink container and the supply station. 

2 0. A method for inserting a replaceable ink container into a receiving station of 
an inkjet printing system, the receiving station disposed on a scanning carriage 
and fluidically coupled to an ink ejection portion mounted thereon, the method 
for inserting the ink container comprising: 

urging the replaceable ink container linearly toward a back wall of the 
receiving station such that a keying feature on the replaceable 
ink container is in alignment with a keyed feature on the supply 
station; and 

urging the replaceable ink container downward toward a bottom 

surface of the receiving station so that the keying feature and 
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keyed feature cooperate to allow further insertion of compatible 
replaceable ink containers io operably couple a fluid outlet on 
the replaceable ink container with a fluid inlet proximate the 
bottom surface of the receiving staiion. 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein the keying feature and keyed feature 
cooperate to prevent further insertion of non-compatible replaceable ink 
containers thereby preventing coupling between the fluid outlet on the 
replaceable ink container and the fluid inlet 

22. A method of manufacturing a replaceable ink container configured for 
insertion into a receiving station of an inkjet printing system, the receiving 
station having a keyed portion corresponding to a compatible replaceable ink 
container type of a plurality of replaceable ink container types, the method for 
manufacturing comprising: 

forming a re-servoir having a bottom surface having a fluid outlet 
therein and a top surface, the reservoir further including a 
leading end and a trailing end relative to a direction of insertion 
for the reservoir into the receiving station, the trailing end 
having a plurality of keying features disposed toward the 
bottom surface; and 

removing at least one keying feature to correspond with the compatible 
replaceable ink container type. 



23. 



The method of manufacturing the replaceable ink container of claim 22 farther 
including filling ink into the reservoir wherein the ink corresponding to the 
compatible replaceable ink container type. 
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24. The method of manufacturing the replaceable ink container of claim 22 
wherein the plurality of keying features are a plurality of tabs extending 
outwardly from the ink reservoir. 

25. A replaceable ink container of a pair of replaceable ink containers for insertion 
into a receiving station of an inkjet printing system, the receiving station 
having a pair of bays with each of the pair configured to receive a selected 
replaceable ink container of the pair of replaceable ink containers, the 
replaceable ink container comprising: 

a reservoir for containing a quantity of ink; and 
a plurality of keying features disposed on the reservoir corresponding 
to a first bay of the pair of bays, the plurality of keying features 
arranged in an opposite arrangement from corresponding 
keying features associated with replaceable ink containers 
configured for the second bay of the plurality of bays. 

26. The replaceable ink container of claim 25 wherein the plurality of keying 
features are arranged as a mirror image of corresponding keying features 
associated with replaceable ink containers configured for the second bay of the 
plurality of bays. 

27. The replaceable ink container of claim 25 wherein the plurality of keying 
features are three extending tabs that are selectively disposed in a spaced 
relationship of the replaceable ink container. 

28. The replaceable ink container of claim 25 wherein the pair of replaceable ink 
containers includes a monochrome replaceable ink container for containing 
black ink and a tri-color replaceable ink container for containing three separate 
ink colors and wherein the pair of bays includes a monochrome bay configured 
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fop receiving the monochrome replaceable ink container and a tri-color bay 
configured to receive the tri-color replaceable ink container. 

29. The replaceable ink container of claim 28 wherein the first bay is a 
monochrome bay and the second bay is a tri-color bay and the plurality of 
keying features for the monochrome bay are opposite corresponding plurality 
of keying features associated with the tri-color bay. 

30. The replaceable ink container of claim 28 wherein the first bay is a tri-color 
bay and the second bay is a monochrome bay and the plurality of keying 
features for the iri-color bay are opposite corresponding plurality of keying 
features associated with the monochrome bay. 
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3, Detailed Explanation of the Invention 

BACKGROUND OF THE ^WE^QN 

The present invention relates to ink containers for providing ink to inkjet 
printers. More specifically, the present invention relates to a method and apparatus 
for ensuring that the ink containers inserted into a receiving station within an inkjet 
printer are compatible with the inkjet printer. 

Ink jet printers frequently make use of an inkjet printhead mounted within a 
carriage that is moved relative to a print media, such as paper. As the printhead is 
moved relative to the print media, a control system activates the printhead to deposit 
or eject ink droplets onto the print media to form images and text. Ink is provided to 
the printhead by a supply of nJc that is cither integral with the printhead, as in the case 
of a disposable print cartridge, or by a supply of ink that is replaceable separate from 
the printhead. 

One type of previously used priutLig system makes use of the ink supply that 
is carried with the carriage. This ink supply has been formed integral with the 
printhead, whereupon the entire printhead and ink supply are replaced when ink is 
exhausted. Alternatively, the ink supply can be carried wiih the carriage and be 
separately replaceable from the printhead. For the case where the ink supply is 
separately replaceable, the ink supply is replaced when exhausted. The printhead is 
then replaced at the end of printhead life. Regardless of where the ink supply is 
located within the printing system, it is critical that the ink supply provide a reliable 
supply of ink to the inkjet printhead. 
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There is an ever present need for inkjei printing systems that make use of 
replaceable ink containers that are easy to install and remove. The installation of the 
ink container should produce reliable fluidic connection to the printer. These ink 
containers should have some means of cooperating with a supply station within the 
printing system for preventing the insertion of ink supplies that are incompatible with 
the printing system. Finally, these iiik containers should be relatively easy to 
manufacture, thereby tending to reduce the ink supply cost as well as per page 
printing costs. 



SUMMARY QF TffE INVENTION 

One aspect of the present invention is a replaceable ink container for providing 
ink to an inkjet printing system. The inkjet printing system has a receiving station 
that is mounted to a scanning carriage. The receiving station has a keyed portion 
indicative of a replaceable ink container parameter of a plurality of replaceable ink 
container parameters. The replaceable ink container includes a reservoir portion 
having a leading end and a trailing end relative to an insertion direction into the 
receiving station. Also included is a keying portion disposed on the trailing end and 
configured to be complementary to the keyed portion thereby allowing the replaceable 
ink container to be fully inserted into the receiving station. 

Another aspect of the present invention is wherein the keying portion is a 
plurality of tabs that extend outwardly from the reservoir portion. The replaceable ink 
container has a top surface and a bottom surface relative to an insertion orientation 
and wherein the tabs are disposed in a side by side relationship toward the bottom 
surface of the trailing edge. 

Yet another aspect of the present invention is wherein the keying portion and 
the keyed portion cooperate to prevent insertion of replacrable ink containers that are 
not compatible with the supply station. The replaceable ink container when inserted 
into the receiving station in a horizontal direction where the keying portion is 
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positioned proximate the keyed portion the replaceable ink container is then pivoted 
about a pivot axis if the keying portion is compatible with the keyed portion to engage 
a fluid outlet disposed on the reservoir portion with a fluid inlet disposed on the 
supply station. 

Saw PESCftipTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. I is one exemplary embodiment of an Inkjet printing system of the 
present invention shown with a cover opened to show a plurality of replaceable ink 
containers of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a greatly enlarged perspective view of a portion of a scanning carriage 
showing the replaceable ink containers of the present invention positioned in a 
receiving station that provides fluid communication between the replaceable ink 
containers and one or more printhead. 

Fig. 3 is a side plan view of a portion of the scanning carriage showing 
guiding and latching features associated with each of the replaceable ink container and 
the receiving station for securing the replaceable ink container, thereby allowing fluid 
communication with the printhead. 

Fig. 4 depicts a receiving station shown in isolation Tor receiving one oi more 
replaceable ink containers of the present invention. 

Figs. 5a, 5b, 5c, and 5d are isometric views of a three-color replaceable ink 
container of the present invention shown in isolation. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a single color replaceable ink container of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 7a, 7b, and 7c depict the method for inserting the replaceable ink 
container into the supply station. 

Fig. 8a and 8b depict the passage of the replaceable ink container over an 
upstanding fluid inkt on the receiving station viewed from a side view and an end 
view, respectively. 
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Figs. 9a, 9b, and 9c depict a method for removing the replaceable ink 
container from the receiving station. 

Figs. 10a through 10) depict top plan views, in breakaway, of various 
arrangements of keying portions for the ink container shown spaced from the 
corresponding keyed portions associated with the receiving station. 

Fig. 11 is a representation of the ink container of Fig. 10a shown fully inserted 
into a corresponding receiving station shown from a top plan view. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one exemplary embodiment of a printing 
system 10 shown with its cover open, that includes at least one replaceable ink 
container 12 that is installed in a receiving station 14. With the replaceable ink 
container 12 properly installed into the receiving portion 14, ink is provided from the 
replaceable ink container 12 to at least one inkjet printhead 16. The inkjet printhead 
16 is responsive to activation signals from a printer portion 18 to deposit ink on print 
media. As ink is ejected from the printhead 16, the printhead 16 is replenished with 
ink from the ink container 12. In one preferred embodiment the replaceable ink 
container 1 2, receiving station 1 4, and inkjet printhead 16 are each part of a scanning 
carriage that is moved relative to a print media 22 to accomplish printing. The prinier 
portion 1 8 includes a media tray for receiving the print media 22. As the print media 
22 is stepped through a print zone, the scanning carriage 20 moves the printhead 16 
relative to the print media 22. The printer portion 18 selectively activates the 
printhead 16 to deposit ink on print media 22 to thereby accomplish printing. 

The scanning carriage 20 is moved through the print zone on a scanning 
mechanism which includes a slide rod 26 on which the scanning carriage 20 slides as 
the scanning carriage 20 moves through a scan axis. A positioning means (not shown) 
is used for precisely positioning the scanning carriage 20. In addition, a paper 
advance mechanism (not shown) is used to step the print media 22 through the print 
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zone as the scanning carriage 20 is moved along the scan axis. Electrical signals are 
provided to the scanning carriage 20 for selectively activating the printhead 16 by 
means of an electrical link such as a ribbon cable 28. 

An important aspect of the present invention is the method and apparatus for 
ensuring that the ink containers 12 that are inserted into the receiving station 14 are 
compatible with the receiving station 14. The ink containers 12 may contain a 
number of different ink types or a number of different ink colors. These different ink 
types may have different chemical or physical properties such as different ink 
viscosiiy or different solubility in water to name a few. Inkjet printheads 16 that are 
designed to work with ink of a particular ink type will malfunction if a different ink 
type is used. The ink color relates to one of four colors that arc typically used in color 
printing and combined on the printing medium to yield the sought-after color output. 
The ink receiving station 14 is in fluid communication with the printhead 16 for 
providing ink to the printhead 16. Because each printhead or printhead portion 16 is 
associated with an ink color then the receiving station 14 is limited for use with the 
same colors and, therefore, these colors must not be contaminated with ink of any 
other color. 

The ink container 12 of the present invention includes features fooned thereon 
to provide indicia of the particular ink type or ink color of the ink contained in the 
reservoir. Similar features are provided in the receiving station 14. These features on 
the ink container 12 and in the receiving station 1 4 are the primary components of a 
system that prevents insertion of any ink containers 12 into a receiving station H, 
except for the single ink supply container 12 that has a complementary feature for 
mating with corresponding features of the receiving station 14. 

The method and apparatus of the present invention, as will be discussed with 
respect to Figs. 2 through 11, depict those features which allow the replaceable ink 
container 12 to be inserted into the receiving station 14 in such a manner that reliable 
fluidic connection is established between the replaceable ink container 12 and the 
receiving station 14. Prior to establishing the fluidic connection the method and 
apparatus of the present invention ensures that the replaceable ink container 12 is 
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compatible, with the particular bay within the receiving station 14 to ensure an ink 
path within the receiving station 14 and printhead 16 is not contaminated with ink of a 
different type or of a different color. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a portion of the scanning carriage 20 showing a 
pair of replaceable ink containers 12 properly installed in the receiving station 14. An 
inkjet printhead 16 is in fluid communication with the receiving station 14. In the 
preferred embodiment, the inkjet printing system 10 shown in Fig. 1 includes a tri- 
color ink container containing three separate ink colors and a second ink container 
containing a single ink color. In this preferred embodiment, the tricolor ink container 
contains cyan, magenta, and yellow inks, and the single color ink container contains 
black ink for accomplishing four-color printing. The replaceable ink containers 12 
can be partitioned differently to contain fewer than three ink colors or more than three 
ink colors if more are required. For example, in the case of high fidelity printing, 
frequently six or more colors are used to accomplish printing. 

The receiving station 14 shown in Fig. 2 is shown fluidically coupled to a 
single printhead 16 for simplicity. In the preferred embodiment, four inkjet printheads 
16 are each fluidically coupled to the receiving station 14. In this preferred 
embodiment, each of the four printheads are fluidically coupled to each of the four 
colored inks contained in the replaceable ink containers. Thus, the cyan, magenta, 
yellow and black printheads 16 are each coupled to their corresponding cyan, 
magenta, yellow and black ink supplies, respectively. Other configurations which 
make use of fewer printheads than four are also possible. For example, the printhead 
16 can be configured to print more than one ink color by properly partitioning the 
printhead 16 to allow a first ink color to be provided to a first group of ink nozzles and 
a second ink color to be provided to a second group of ink nozzles, with the second 
group of ink nozzles different from the first group. In this manner, a single printhead 
16 can be used to print more than one ink color allowing fewer than four printheads 
16 to accomplish four-color printing. The fluidic path between each of the 
replaceable ink containers 12 and the printhead 16 will be discussed in more detail 
with respect to Fig. 3. 
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Each of the replaceable ink containers 12 include a latch 30 for securing the 
replaceable ink container 12 to the receiving station 14. The receiving station 14 in 
the preferred embodiment includes a set of keyed features 32 that interact with 
corresponding keying features (not shown) on the replaceable ink container 12. The 
keying features on the replaceable ink container 12 interact with the keyed features 32 
on the receiving station 14 to ensure that the replaceable ink container 12 is 
compatible with the receiving station 14. 

Fig. 3 is a side plan view of ihe scanning carriage portion 20 shown in Fig. 2. 
The scanning carnage portion 20 includes the ink container 12 shown properly 
installed into the receiving station 1 4, thereby establishing fluid communication 
between the replaceable ink container 12 and the printhead 16. 

The replaceable ink container 12 includes a reservoir portion 34 for containing 
one or more quantities of ink. In the preferred embodiment, the tri-color replaceable 
ink container 12 has three separate ink containment reservoirs, each containing ink of 
a different color. In this preferred embodiment, the monochrome replaceable ink 
container 12 is a single ink reservoir 34 for containing ink of a single color. 

In the preferred embodiment, the reservoir 34 has a capillary storage member 
(not shown) disposed therein. The capillary storage member is a porous member 
having sufficient capillarity to retain ink to prevent ink leakage from the reservoir 34 
during insertion and removal of the ink container 12 from the printing system 10. 
This capillary force must be sufficiently great to prevent ink leakage from the ink 
reservoir 34 over a wide variety of environmental conditions such as temperature and 
pressure changes. In addition, the capillarity of the capillary member is sufficient to 
retain ink within the ink reservoir 34 for all orientations of the ink reservoir as well as 
a reasonable amount of shock and vibration the ink container may experience during 
normal handling. The preferred capillary storage member is a network of heat bonded 
polymer fibers described in US Patent Application entitled "Ink Reservoir for an . 
Inkjet Printer" attorney docket 10991407 filed on October 29, 1999, serial number 
09/430,400, assigned to the assignee of the present invention and incorporated herein 
by reference. 
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Once the ink container 12 is properly installed into the receiving station 14, 
the ink container 12 in fluidically coupled to the printiiead 16 by way of fluid 
interconneci 36. Upon activation of the printhead 16, ink is ejected from the ejection 
portion 38 producing a negative gauge pressure, sometimes referred to as 
backpressure, within the printhead 16. This negative gauge pressure within the 
printhead 16 is sufficient to overcome the capillary force, retaining within the 
capillary member disposed within the ink reservoir 34. Ink is drawn by this 
backpressure from the replaceable ink container 12 to the printhead 16. In this 
manner, the printhead 1 6 is replenished with ink provided by ihe replaceable ink 
container 12. 

The fluid interconnect 36 is preferably an upstanding ink pipe that extends 
upwardly into the ink container 12 and downwardly to the inkjet printhead 16. The 
fluid interconnect 36 is shown greatly simplified in Fig. 3. In the preferred 
embodiment, the fluid interconnect 36 is a manifold that allows for offset in the 
positioning of the printheads 16 along the scan axis, thereby allowing the printhead 16 
to be placed offset from the corresponding replaceable ink container 12. In the 
preferred embodiment, ihe fluid interconnect 36 extends into the reservoir 34 to 
compress the capillary member, thereby forming a region of increased capillarity 
adjacent the fluid interconnect 36. This region of increased capillarity iends to draw 
irk toward the fluid interconnect 36, thereby allowing ink to flow through the fluid 
interconnect 36 to the printhead 16. As will be discussed, it is crucial that the ink 
container 12 be properly positioned within the receiving siation 14 such that proper 
compression of the capillary member is accomplished when the ink container 12 is 
inserted into ihe receiving station. Proper compression of the capillary member is 
necessary to establish a reliable flow of ink from the ink container 12 to the printhead 
16. 

The replaceable ink container 12 Anther includes a guide feature 40, an 
engagement feature 42, a handle 44 and a latch feature 30 that allow the ink container 
12 to be inserted into the receiving station 14 to achieve reliable fluid interconnection 
with the printhead 16 as well as to form reliable electrical interconnection between the 
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replaceable ink container 12 and the scanning carriage 20 as will be discussed with 
respect to Figs. 7a through 7c and 8a through 8b. 

The receiving station 14 includes a guide rail 46, an engagement feature 48 
and a latch engagement feature SO. The guide rail 46 cooperates with the guide rail 
engagement feature 40 and the replaceable ink container 12 to guide the ink container 
12 into the receiving station 14. Once tte replaceable ink container 12 is fully 
inserted into the receiving station 14, the engagement feature 42 associated with the 
replaceable ink container engages the engagement feature 48 associated with the 
receiving station 14, securing a front end or a leading end of the replaceable ink 
container 12 to the receiving station 14. The ink container 12 is then passed 
downward to compress a spring biasing member 52 associated with the receiving 
station 14 until a latch engagement feature 50 associated with the receiving station 14 
engages a hook feature 54 associated with the latch member 30 to secure a back end 
or trailing end of the ink container 12 to the receiving station 14. It is the cooperation 
of the features on the ink container 12 with the features associated with the receiving 
station 1 4 that allow proper insertion and functional interfacing between the 
replaceable ink container 12 and the receiving station 14. The receiving station H 
will now be discussed in more detail with respect to Fig. 4. 

Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of the ink receiving station 14 shown in 
isolation. The receiving station 14 shown in Fig. 4 includes a monochrome bay 56 for 
receiving an ink container 12 containing a single ink color and a tri-color bay 58 for 
receiving an ink container having three separate ink colors contained therein. In this 
preferred embodiment, the monochrome bay 56 receives a replaceable ink container 
12 containing black ink, and the tri-color bay receives a replaceable ink container 
containing cyan, magenta, and yellow inks, each partitioned into a separate reservoir 
within the ink container 12. The receiving station 14 as well as the replaceable ink 
container 12 can have other arrangements of bays 56 and 58 for receiving ink 
containers containing different numbers of distinct inks contained therein. In 
addition, the number of receiving bays 56 and 58 for the receiving station 14 can be 
fewer or greater than two. For example, a receiving station 14 can have four separate 
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bays for receiving four separate monochrome ink containers 12 with each ink 
container containing a separate ink color to accomplish four-color printing. 

Each bay 56 and 58 of the receiving station 14 includes an aperture 60 for 
receiving the upright fluid interconnect 36 that extends therethrough. The fluid 
interconnect 36 is a fluid inlei for ink to exit a corresponding fluid outlet associated 
with the ink container 12. An electrical interconnect 62 is also included in each 
receiving bay 56 and 58. The electrical interconnect 62 includes a plurality of 
electrical contacts 64. In the preferred embodiment, the electrical contacts are an 
arrangement of four spring-loaded electrical contacts with proper installation of the 
replaceable ink container 12 into the corresponding bay of the receiving station 14, 
Proper engagement with each of the electrical connectors 62 and fluid interconnects 
36 must be established in a reliable manner. 

The suide rails 46 disposed on either side of the fluid interconnects within 
each bay 56 and 58 engage the corresponding guide feature 40 on either side of the 
ink container 12 to guide the ink container into the receiving station. When the ink 
container 12 is fully inserted into the receiving station 14, the engagement features 48 
disposed on a back wall 66 of the receiving station 14 engage the corresponding 
engagement features 42 shown in Fig. 3 on the ink container 12. The engagement 
features 48 are disposed on either side of the electrical interconnect 62, A biasing 
means 52 such as a leaf spring is disposed within the receiving station 14. The leaf 
spring 52 provides a biasing force which tends to urge the ink container 12 upward 
from a bottom surface 68 of the receiving station 14. The leaf spring aids in the 
latching of the ink container 12 to the receiving station 14 as well as aiding the 
removal of the ink container 12 from the receiving station as will be discussed with 
respect to Figs. 8 and 9. 

Figs. 5a, 5b, 5c, and 5d show front plan, side plan, back plan, and bottom plan 
views, respectively, of the replaceable ink container 12 of the present invention. As 
shown in Fig. 5a, the replaceable ink container 12 includes a pair of outwardly 
projecting guide rail engagement features 40. In the preferred embodiment, each of 
these guide rail engagement features extend outwardly in a direction orthogonal to 
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upright side 70 of the replaceable ink container 12. The engagement features 42 
extend outwardly from a front surface or leading edge of the ink container 72. The 
engagement features 42 are disposed on either side of an electrical interface 74 and are 
disposed toward a bottom surface 76 of the replaceable ink container 12. The 
electrical interface 74 includes a plurality of electrical contacts 78, with each of die 
electrical contacts 78 electrically connected to an electrical storage device 80. 

Opposite the leading end 72 is a trailing end 82 shown in Fig. 5c. The trailing 
end 82 of the replaceable ink container 12 includes the latch feature 30 having an 
engagement hook 54. The latch feature 30 is formed of a resilient material which 
allows the latch feature to extend outwardly from the trailing end thereby extending 
the engagement feature outwardly toward the corresponding engagement feature 
associated with the receiving station 14. As will be discussed, as the latch member 30 
is compressed inwardly toward the trailing end 82, the latch member exerts a biasing 
force outwardly in order to ensure the engagement feature 54 remains in engagement 
with the corresponding engagement feature 50 associated with the receiving station 14 
to secure the ink container 12 into the receiving station 14. 

The replaceable ink container 12 also includes keying features or keys 84 
disposed on the trailing end of the replaceable ink container 12. The keys are 
preferably disposed on either side of the latch 30 toward the bottom surface 76 of the 
replaceable ink container 12. The keys 84, together with keyed features 32 on the 
receiving station 14, interact to ensure the ink container 12 is inserted in the correct 
bay 56 and 58 in the receiving station 14. In addition, the keys 84 and the keyed 
features 32 ensure that the replaceable ink container 12 contains ink that is compatible 
both in color and in chemistry or compatabiiity with the corresponding receiving bay 
56 and 58 within the receiving station 14. 

Also included in the ink container 12 is the handle portion 44 disposed on a 
top surface 86 at the trailing edge 82 of the replaceable ink container .12. The handle 
44 allows the ink container 12 to be grasped at the trailing edge 82 while inserted into 
the appropriate bay of the receiving station 14. 
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Finely, the ink container 12 includes apertures 88 disposed on the bottom 
surface 76 of the replaceable ink container 12. The apertures 88 allow the fluid 
interconnect 36 to extend through the reservoir 34 to engage the capillary member 
disposed therein. In the case of the iri-color replaceable ink container 12, there are 
three fluid outlets 88, with each fluid outlet corresponding to a different ink color. In 
the case of the tricolor chamber, each of three fluid interconnects 36 extend into each 
of the fluid outlets 88 to provide fluid communication between each ink chamber and 
the corresponding print head for that ink color. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a monochrome ink container positioned for 
insertion into the monochrome bay 56 in the receiving station 14 shown in Fig. 4. 
The monochrome ink container shown in Fig. 6 is similar to the tricolor ink container 
shown in Figs. 5a through 5d except that only a single fluid outlet 88 is provided in 
the bottom surface 76. The monochrome replaceable ink container 12 contains a 
single ink color and therefore receives only a single corresponding fluid interconnect 
36 for providing ink from the ink container 12 to the corresponding printhead. 

Figs. 7a, 7b, and 7c are a sequence of figures to illustrate the technique of the 
present invention for inserting the replaceable ink container 12 into the receiving 
station 14 to form reliable electrical and fluidic connections with the receiving station 
14. 

Fig. 7a shows the ink container 12 partially inserted into the receiving station 
14. In the preferred embodiment, the ink container 12 is inserted into the receiving 
station 14 by grasping the handle portion 44 and inserting the ink container into the 
receiving station with the leading edge or leading face 72 first. As the leading edge 
72 enters the receiving station 14 the ouiwardly extending guide members 40 on the 
ink container engage each of the pair of guide rails 46. The guide rails 46 guide the 
ink container 12 in a horizontal or linear motion toward the back wall 66 of the 
receiving station 14 % The guide rails 46 then guide the replaceable ink container in 
both a horizontal direction toward the back wall 66 and a vertical direction toward the 
bottom surface of the receiving station 14 such that the engagement feature 42 on the 
ink container 12 is received by a corresponding engagement feature 48 on the back 
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wall 66 of the receiving station 14 as shown in Fig. 7b. The insertion of the ink 
container 12 requires only an insertion force to urge the ink container linearly along 
the guide rail 46. The gravitational force acting on the ink container 12 tends to cause 
the ink container to follow the guide rails 46 as the guide rails extend in a downward 
direction to allow engagement of engagement features 42 and 48. The guide iail 
engagement features 40 are preferably gently rounded surfaces to slide freely along 
die guide rails 46. 

Fig. 7b shows the ink container 12 inserted into the receiving station 14 such 
that the engagement feature 42 is in engagement with the engagement feature 48 
associated with the receiving station 14. A downward force is applied to the ink 
container 12 as represented by arrows 90 to compress the leaf spring 52 and to urge 
the trailing end 82 of the ink container 12 downwardly toward the bottom surface 68 
of the receiving station 14, The keys 84 must properly correspond to the keyed 
feature 32 on the receiving station 14. If the keys 84 on the ink container 12 do not 
correspond to the keyed features 32, die keying system will prevent further insertion 
of the ink container 12 into the receiving station 14. This keying system made up of 
keys 84 and the keyed features 32 prevent ink containers that are not compatible with 
the receiving station 14 from farther insertion into the receiving station 14. Further 
insertion of the ink container 12 into the receiving station 14 could result in coniact of 
the fluid interconnect 36 with the capillaiy member within the ink container 12, 
thereby contaminating ths fluid interconnect 36 with incompatible ink. incompatible 
ink mixing in the fluid interconnect 36 can result in precipitation which can damage 
the nrinthead 16. In addition to inks of incompatible chemistries, the ink container 
can have an incompatible color which can result in color mixing, thereby reducing the 
output print quality. 

The keys 84 on the ink container 12 and the keyed features 32 on the receiving 
station 14 allow for the complete insertion of the proper ink container 12 into the 
proper receiving station 14. The downward force applied to the trailing end 82 of the 
ink container 12 causes the ink container 12 to pivot about a pivot axis compressing 
the leaf spring 52, thereby moving the trailing edge 82 of the ink container 12 toward 
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the bottom surface 68 of the receiving station 14. As the ink container 12 is urged 
downward into the receiving stadon 14, the resilient latch 30 is compressed slightly 
inward toward the trailing edge 82 of the ink container 12. Once the ink container 12 
is urged downward sufficiently far, the engagement feature 54 on the latch 30 engages 
with a corresponding engagement feature 50 on the receiving station 14 to secure ihe 
ink container 12 to the receiving station 14 as shown in Fig. 7c. 

With the ink container 12 properly secured in the receiving station 14 as 
shown in Fig. 7c the fluid interconnect 36 extends into the reservoir 34 to compress 
the capillary member, thereby forming a region of increased capillarity adjacent the 
fluid interconnect 36. This region of increased capillarity tends to draw ink toward 
the fluid interconnect 36, thereby allowing ink to flow through the fluid interconnect 
36 to the printhead 16. In the preferred embodiment, the ink container 12 when 
inserted into the receiving station 14 is oriented in a gravitational frame of reference 
so that a gravitational force acts on ink within the ink container 12 tending to draw ink 
toward the bottom surface 76 of the ink container 12. Thus ink within the ink 
container 12 is drawn to the bottom surface 76 where this ink is drawn toward the 
fluid interconnect 36 by capillary attraction thereby tending to reduce or minimize 
stranding of ink within the ink container 12. 

Figs. 8a and 8b illustrate a position in the insertion process described with 
respect to Figs. 7a, 7b and 7c wherein the leading edge 72 of the ink container 12 is 
positioned over the fluid interconnect 36, Fig. 8a depicts a side view with Fig. 8b 
showing an end view. It can be seen from Figs. 8a and 8b that the guide feature 40 
must be positioned on the ink container 12 low enough toward the bottom surface 76 
of the ink container 12 such that the leading edge 72 of the ink container does not 
collide with the fluid interconnect 36 during insertion. Another constraint on the 
positioning of the guide member 40 is that the guide member 40 must be positioned 
sufficiently close to the top surface 86 of the ink container 12 to insure that the 
engagement feature 42 properly engages with the corresponding engagement feature 
42 on the receiving station 14. 
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In addition, the outwardly extending guide members 40 ou the ink container 
must extend outward sufficiently far to engage the guide fails 46. However, the 
outwardly extending guide members 40 should not extend too far outward such that 
the guide members 40 engage the upright sides in the receiving station 14, producing 
interference which produces friction and binding which resists insertion of the ink 
container 12 into the receiving station 14. 

Figs. 9a, 9b, and 9c illustrate the technique for removing the ink container 12 
from the receiving station 14. The technique for removing the ink container 12 of the 
present invention begins with the release of the engagement feature from the 
corresponding engagement feature 50 on the receiving station 14 by urging the latch 
30 toward the trailing surface 82. Once the trailing edge of the ink container 12 is 
released, the spring 52 urges the trailing edge of the ink container upward as shown in 
Fig. 9b. The ink container 12 can be grasped by handle 44 to retrieve the ink 
container 12 in a direction opposite the insertion direction. As the ink container 12 is 
withdrawn from the receiving station 14, the guide member 40 follows the guide rails 
46 to lift the ink container, thereby preventing interference between the fluid 
interconnect 36 and the 3uid outlet on the bottom surface of the ink container 12. 

The ink container 12 of the present invention is configured to engage and 
interact with the receiving station 14 to guide the ink container 12 into the receiving 
station and for a reliable fluid and electrical connection with the receiving station 14. 
The technique of the present invention allows this insertion process to be relatively 
simple and easy to prevent improper insertion of the ink container 12. The customer 
grasps the ink container 12 by the handle portion 44 and slides the ink container 12 
horizontally into the receiving station 14. The guide rails 46 and guide features 40 
cooperate to properly guide the ink container 12 into the receiving station 14. The ink 
container 12 is pressed downwardly to latch the ink container 12 and achieve 
operational intercoiuiection both electrically and fluidically between the ink container 
12 and the receiving station 14. 

Figs. 10a through lOj are top plan repieseniations showing the leading edge 72 
of the ink container 12 positioned proximate a corresponding receiving station 14. 
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The ink container 12 is positioned in a spaced relationship from die receiving station 
14 in order to better illustrate the complementaxy relationship between the keys 84 on 
the ink container 1 2 and the keyed features 32 on the receiving station 14. With the 
ink container 12 properly inserted into the receiving station 14, the keys 84 are 
inserted into the keyed portion 32 as will be discussed with respect to Fig. 1 1 . 

In a preferred embodiment, the keys 84 and the keyed features 32 for the tri- 
color bay 58 shown in Fig. 4 as represented by Fig. 10a, are opposite arrangements or 
mirror images of the arrangement of the keys 84 and keyed features 32 on the 
monochrome bay 56. The arrangement of keys 84 and keying features 32 in mirror 
images or opposite pairs provides a benefit to the customer by providing a visual clue 
to aid the customer in positioning the ink container 12 in the proper bay within the 
receiving station 14. By arranging the keys 84 and keying features 32 as opposite 
pairs, it is more clear to the customer which bay 56, 58 in which to install the ink 
container 12. The arrangement of opposite pairs does not require the customer to 
carefidly review individual key spacings, but instead the customer merely has to 
recognize the overall appearance of the keying arrangement to decide which bay is 
appropriate. 

In addition, placement of the keys 84 on the trailing edge 72 of the ink 
container 12 allows the customer to view the arrangement of keys 84 as the ink 
container 12 is inserted into the receiving station 14. By positioning the keys 84 on 
the trailing edge 72, the customer can view both the keys 84 and the key portion 32 of 
the receiving station 14 to rapidly determine whether the ink container 12 is inserted 
into the proper bay 56, 58 of the receiving station 14. Finally, by positioning the keys 
84 adjacent the bottom surface 76 of the ink container 12, the keys 84 and the key 
portions 32 cooperate to prevent insertion of non-compatible ink containers 12 into 
the receiving station 14 sufficiently to establish fluid communication between the ink 
container 12 and the receiving station 14. Thus, the positioning of the keys 84 ensures 
that ink of a different color or of a different ink type will not contaminate the fluidic 
path between the receiving station 14 and the printhead 16. 
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Additional opposite pairs of keying arrangements are shown in Figs. 10c and 
iOd, 10c and 10f, lOg and lOh, lOi and lOj. Each of these arrangements of keys and 
keyed portions 32 make use an arrangement whereby six evenly spaced keys are 
formed on the ink container 12, and tlirce are removed to identify the ink type and ink 
color within the ink container 12. By molding six keys 84 and removing three of 
them, the greatest number of unique keyed permutations can be created, in addition, 
by using three keys 84, if any key is broken or is damaged, there are two other keys 
that are available to provide keying functions, thereby insuring that even a damaged 
ink container 12 will not be inserted into the wrong receiving station 14. 

The opposiie pair* of keying arrangements shown in Figs. 10a through lOj are 
discussed with respect fbi use with black and tri-color ink containers 12 that are 
inserted into corresponding black and tri-color bays 55 and 58, respectively, on the 
receiving station 14. This opposite pair arrangement of keying features 84 can be 
used in olher arrangements of ink containers 12 as well. For example, in the case of a 
seven-color printer, six different color inks and black ink is used to form images. For 
this type of printer the ink containers 12 can be arranged in Lwo tri-color ink 
containers 12, and a black ink container 12. Each of the tri-color ink containers 12 
can make use of opposite pairs of keying features 84 to prevent insertion of each of 
the tri-color ink containers 12 into the wrong bay of the receiving station 14. 

A cut-out 88 is formed in the receiving station 14 to accommodate the latch 
feature 30 on the ink container 12. The laich feature 30 is shown in Figs 10a through 
lOj as partially removed for simplicity. 

Fig. 1 1 is a top plan view of the ink container 12 installed into the receiving 
station 14. The ink container 12 is shown with the keying arrangement 84 and 
corresponding keyed features 32 as shown in Fig. 10a. The keys 84 and the keyed 
features 32 cooperate io ensure that the proper ink container 12 and corresponding 
proper ink type and color are inserted into the corresponding receiving station 14. 
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Fig. 11 

1 , AbatrMt 

The present invention disclosure relates to a replaceable ink container for 
providing ink to an inkjet printing system. The inkjet printing system has a receiving 
statiou that is mounted to a scanning caniage. The receiving station has a keyed 
portion indicative of a replaceable iak container parameter of a plurality of replaceable 
ink container parameters. The replaceable ink coniainer includes a reservoir poition 
having a leading end and a trailing end relative to an insertion direction into the 
receiving station. Also included is a keying portion disposed on the trailing end and 
configured to be complementary to the keyed portion thereby allowing the replaceable 
ink container to be fully inserted into the receiving station. 



